
In God we trust 

 

Some verses from Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

 “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which 
is planted” 
It is a time of great change in our world, in our country. A new Prime Minister a new 

King. 

The truth is: We are living in incredible, apocalyptic days, not knowing what’s going to 

happen next. 

However with all the changes taking place, we know we serve One who never 

changes, One that cannot be deposed, voted out and One who will never die. 

We should remember the words of Psalm 102 :( 25-27) Talking about our everlasting 

God. 

“Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
They will perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change 
them like a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, and your years have no 
end.” 

I was listening on Tuesday to Liz Truss speech she made outside 10 Downing Street; 

you may have heard it? Just after she was announced as Prime Minister. Here’s an 

excerpt of what she said;  

“I will deliver a bold plan to cut taxes and grow our economy. I will deliver on the energy 
crisis, dealing with people’s energy bills, but also dealing with the long-term issues we 
have on energy supply. And I will deliver on the National Health Service.” 
Because, my friends, I know that we will deliver, we will deliver and we will deliver. 
And we will deliver a great victory for the Conservative party in 2024.” 
 
She’s promising more deliveries than Amazon!   However did you notice the emphasis 
on I and we? There seems no concept of God in the equation. 
  

You probably saw as well her campaigners using the slogan (on placards and banners) 

which said ‘in Liz we trust’ 

We know they have stolen that from Holy & true proclamation adopted as the 

American motto (and on the reverse of a 20 dollar bill) ‘In God we trust’  

As Psalm 91:2, says "I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in 

him will I trust" 



Now I have nothing against Liz Truss.  I am sure she is a very capable politician and 

probably a fine upstanding person, she may even turn out to be a very good Prime 

Minister, but putting our trust in any man or woman will always disappoint us in the 

end.  

However we should continue to pray for her and the government faithfully. As the 

scriptures say; 1 Timothy 2:1–4 

“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 

be made for everyone for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 

peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” 

But the truth is; (and again nothing against her personally) her speech and slogan are 

very indicative of our age, our politics and indeed the direction our country is taking 

and how far we have slipped away from including God in any area of our society. 

Romans 1 says this: 

“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 

but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened” How true is that 

of our times? 

However contrast that speech by the newly elected Prime Minister to that of our 

recently loved but departed Queen.  

 Here’s an excerpt of her speech in 1946 on her 21st birthday. 

“I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted 
to your service and the service of our great imperial family to which we all belong. 
 
But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you join in it with 
me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be unfailingly given. God help 
me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you who are willing to share in it” 
 
I think we are all moved by her example of servant hood and humility and of course 
her recognition of her need for Gods help in those words.  We know as well Elizabeth 
the 2nd had a real Christian faith. 
 

Justin Welby the Leader of the Church of England was right when he said these words 

about her this week (and he should know as he met the Queen regularly as her 

Archbishop). 



 He said she was; “a faithful Christian disciple. Her late Majesty lived out her faith every 

day of her life. Her trust in God and profound love for him was foundational in how 

she led her life – hour by hour, day by day”. 

It would seem with the passing of our Queen after 70 years on the throne and a new 

Prime Minster that we have moved into a new season for our country. Everything in 

our life is about seasons. As we read earlier 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven” 
I spoke to Derek in the week and he told me we are in a current Jewish Shmita year is 

2021–2022 that is this 7 year period in the Jewish calendar and we were coming out of 

that period into a new one 

I think you were saying Derek that if there if is a honouring of God in the preceding 

years things would go well if not - not so well? 

Just out of interest the Jewish calendar starts after the 6 days God created the earth 

and after He rested on the 7 the day – the day after that is day one of the calendar. It 

may interest you to know we are currently in year 5782 in the Jewish calendar 

The Jews themselves believe their messiah will come in the year 6000. The Jewish 

scriptures (that’s the Old Testament) tells us that this world, as we know it, will last 

for six thousand years and a new era will be ushered in. 

We believe as Christians that Yeshua (that’s Jesus) will return to this earth - so working 

of the Jewish calendar that would make it 2040. 

Scriptures tell us no man knows the day or hour.  

The truth is however; to any observer, we have had a momentous few years! - Covid, 

the war between Russia & Ukraine and now cost of living crisis. 

I’m not an end time prophet but these events are accelerating and our time seems 

short. 

What is most important though is; are we are ready and prepared for His coming? 

 And with all these things going on in our world we need to stop and take stock!  What 

God is saying to us as a church and as individuals at this time 

To ‘take stock’ is defined as: 

‘To make an appraisal, estimation, or assessment of something’. 

And that’s what I want to do briefly this morning. I believe God has been speaking to 

us as a church and individuals over the last number of weeks and months and He has 



been doing that in many ways; through teaching,  some specific prophetic words, 

dreams and pictures. 

We have a think about them! We shouldn’t just let them pass by - we should take 

account of them. 

 I know at one time we used to write these things down, those things we felt God was 

saying to us and go back through them at a later point.  I think that is important or we 

can become a people as it says in mark 4:12 

That “they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing but never 

understanding” 

So taking stock I believe there are 3 Things God is showing us at this present time; 

First thing I believe God is saying to us is we are a praying church; this may even be 

our main mission, praying that is for each other, for our community, for our country 

for our world. 

Every church has its own identity and I’m beginning to think more and more this is 

ours. 

There have been a number of things recently that has pointed us to our purpose to 

pray.  We have had pictures and prophecies - Hazel gave one last week about fires 

burning in a field. 

And I think many of us are beginning to see the importance of prayer .We have people 

coming down the church in the week. Things are changing and I am sure and the 

source of that change is prayer. 

We cannot state to much the importance of prayer. We can never can pray too much 

and our wanting to pray shows our dependence on God 

Scriptures says; “Rejoice at all times. Pray without ceasing. Give thanks in every 

circumstance, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.… (1 Thess 5:17) 

I do believe our growth as Christians is measured by how much we pray and I believe 

our church growth is also measured by our prayer life. Jesus was in constant 

communion with the Father 

That should be our goal rather than just these compartmental prayers. 

 And I don’t mean just prayers together, in a group, although that is important but 

being a praying church means praying individually at home in your prayer closet. 



I personally find it easier praying on my own. Especially at church here, just walking 

around. 

But I do believe; There are a number here that have a special prayer ministry, 

intercessors, spiritual warfare prayers and now is the time to exercise your ministry 

and perhaps at a deeper level. 

I would encourage you as well to come to our Thursday prayer meeting -  it’s where 

we meet as a church to intercede - please support us in this. 

That the first thing - we are a praying church. 

The 2nd thing I think God is telling us is: in all we do: once or twice isn’t enough! We 

have to persevere beyond that. 

Jesus says this in Luke 11:- 

“Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of mine has stopped here 

while on a journey, and I have nothing to set before[r] him.’ 

 7 Then he will reply from inside, ‘Do not bother me. The door is already shut, and my 

children and I are in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 

8 I tell you, even though the man inside will not get up and give him anything because 

he is his friend, yet because of the first man’s  sheer persistence he will get up and give 

him whatever he needs”. 

One of the key lessons I think we learnt from Dave Sansburys visit is to ‘stick with it’ 

Dave’s calling was as an evangelist. I think he mentioned to Edwin that it usually takes 

7 further contacts with someone before he begins to see a breakthrough.  

Now I don’t know about the number of times - but the lesson is: we have to continue 

and keep it going - that’s in numerous areas; prayer for our families, in our 

circumstances, with the people we meet. 

And I think we have realised just knocking on people’s doors once and then an initial 

one off prayer for them is not necessarily going to have the effect we would all like. 

Could it be the reason we haven’t seen people come through those doors? Or when 

they come here once on a Sunday and don’t come back? Is it because we haven’t tried 

to make contact again? Or showed real interest and enquired about them? 



 So I believe secondly God is calling us to go to another level in perseverance and 

staying power.  

Thirdly and finally we have to be ready and willing to change - many of us stood up a 

number of weeks ago because we wanted to change. 

 Can I ask you how has God dealt with you since then? Because if you really want to 

change and are open to it - He will put His finger on things in your life that need to 

change. 

The question is: are you ready to move outside your comfort zones? Are you ready to 

step into the life God has for you. 

I think we all have our blind spots, our pride, our stubbornness, our set ways; they get 

in the way of God working, but if we are willing to humble ourselves and pray. He will 

change us. 

If we are open to the Spirit that is the key; to say we may be wrong and acknowledge 

our need if we do so there is a hope and a future for us. 

I honestly believe if we block the spirit moving in our lives or harden ourselves from 

changing we can’t move forward as individuals or as a church. 

They are some of the things I believe God is saying to us at the moment. You may have 

other things you feel God is saying to us: if that’s the case please share them with me. 

So in closing May God make us faithful in these days may we know His loving arms 

around us for whatever may lie ahead. 

Amen 
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