
 

The importance of the church 

Text: Acts 2:42 -47 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 

performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying 

the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 

being saved.  

That is the description of the early church, the first church. And I suppose when we read 

these words and compare it to the church today; we could easily say how far we have 

drifted away. 

And with Gill coming into membership, it made me think about the church and what it 

means to be part of a church – the importance of it that is. 

It is a sad fact that for Christians, going to church, doesn’t seem to matter as much today. 
I was reading recently about the King during the 2nd world war (that’s King George the 
V1) he called for a day of prayer for the nation at the time of Dunkirk, when this country 
was in perilous need. 

Tens of thousands of people responded to this call to prayer across the UK, in fact they 
queued in great numbers outside the churches for hours to get in. (first slide picture of 
May 1940 people queuing outside Westminster Abbey) 

It makes me sad in some ways when I see that picture, I think (as you must do) how 
would we fair today?  In fact during our Covid pandemic where was the call to prayer?  
What happened to the church leaders, our politicians, the Queen even?  It’s an ominous 
judgement on where we are now spiritually as a country. 

Statistics (slide 2 depressing decline in Church attendance 1950-2019) 

Someone said: If the Church in England was the national football team we would have 
sacked the manager long ago. A European social study (published in 2002) put the UK at 
the 4th lowest rate of Church attendance in Europe.  
 
And this is the country of the great revivals under Wesley / Whitfield – the Welsh revival 
etc, and sent missionaries all over the world!! 
What are some of the reasons for it; I could go on about the internet, people’s working 
lives have changed, and the trading laws for Sundays..... Etc. etc 



But instead I’m going to cut to the chase; as what it says Romans 1 this is the real reason 
for where we are today. and as ever the Bible pinpoints the root cause of the problem 
with great accuracy. 

Romans 1:18 -25 

“The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be 
known about God are plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20  

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 
people are without excuse”. 

21 for although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, 
but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for 
the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for 
a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever 
praised. Amen”.  

Repeat “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened 

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator. That’s the reason for the decline in a nutshell! 

But my concern today is why Christians don’t attend church, and I think it comes down to 
a misunderstanding what church is and the importance of it. 

Just out of interest, looking at these statistics the other day regarding the decline of 
church attendance, a couple of key factors stood out for me that I briefly want to 
mention: firstly they say a major factor is: “that faith has not be retained down the 
generations” (so as a whereas 70 years ago the children used to follow their parents to 
church, one generation after another, the generations since have failed to convince their 
children that Christianity is relevant (I find that a bit sobering!)  

But secondly the proportion of Christians, (and I quote) ‘who believe without 
belonging!’ has grown! Apparently, this has become a factor to take notice of! I.e. those 
Christians who think they can believe without attending church. 

Can I say; in my mind, you cannot believe without belonging!! - there may be specific 
reasons and genuine reasons for some who cannot attend church, if their ill or house 
bound  for instance, or even today, difficulty in finding a Bible believing church! But it 



should be the goal, the desire of every Christian to be part of a church - circumstances 
permitting. 

And the reason is; you cannot survive as a Christian without belonging to a church, you 
will get ‘picked off’ just like a sheep that wanders up the hillside and gets targeted by the 
wolf. I have seen this occur numerous times, and people like this, quickly fade into 
insignificance, into ineffectiveness for the Lord.  

The truth is; (and we will see later) the church is like a human body, utterly dependent 
on each individual part to function properly,  a little toe for example cut off from the foot 
will soon wither, a foot without a leg cannot survive, in turn a leg cannot stay alive 
without the blood flowing through it from the heart. 

Somebody put it like this: ‘Like a branch that grows because of its connection to the 
tree, we only thrive (and survive) when we stay connected to the church. 

So what is the ‘Church’ described as in the NT?  Going to look at 3 names the church 
is given in the scriptures;- 

Firstly it is seen as the bride of Christ and it’s a virgin bride! Scripture says: (Eph 5:25) 
‘Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her’ 

So when Jesus returns it needs to be unpolluted, unstained, that is why it is such a 
tragedy today to see the church getting caught up in so many other things, like Israel 
of old who was accused of adultery, prostitution, worshiping foreign idols. The church 
today is staining itself with entertaining other religions, the obsession with the 
environment etc. 

But the coming husband is Jesus Christ and he will not share his bride with anyone or 
anything else. That is why when Jesus returns we need to be unpolluted as believers. 

“Do not love this world or the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not 
have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for physical 
pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. 
These are not from the Father, but are from this world. (1 John 2:15-17) 

Secondly it’s a family – I remember Dot said this sometime ago – ‘church is a family’ 

But it’s something we don’t really grasp! Maybe because in the west we often live as 
disconnected families, but in biblical days and in other persecuted communities, 
when you became a Christian you were cut off from your family, so that the church 
became your new family. 

And the church uses this ‘family language’ frequently about church members:- 

Heb 13.1 “Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters”. . 

It talks about Fathers & sons, children. In 1 Corinthians 4:14 the apostle Paul says; 



I am writing this not to shame you but to warn you as my dear children. 15 Even if you had 
ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I 
became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 17 for this 
reason I have sent to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord 

I have reached the age where I don’t have many younger sisters and brothers in the Lord. 

Can I ask you a question; who do you feel closer to your blood family or your church 
family? In fact your church family is your blood family! Through the blood of Christ. 

When we come to faith we are adopted into a new family. I don’t mean we cut 
ourselves of from our own family, but it is often the church family that we have so 
much more in common. 

Thirdly the other name given in the scriptures for church is a body it’s the most 

common metaphor about ‘church’ in the NT 

1 Corinthians 12:27 “Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it”. 

Colossians 1:18 (talking about Jesus) “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first 
place in everything” 

 As we said earlier, a physical body has many parts and each of them cannot work 

independent of the other. 

That why I put such a big importance of us all playing apart here at CBC - . That is why 

this emphasis of one man ministry is so wrong, it is not the way the church is meant to 

function – this idea of the congregation just being passive observers, and the select few 

do everything is so far removed from scripture. 

No, we only move forward when were all active, using our gifts, being intentional when 

we come to church.  

I Corinthians 14:26 (message) “so here’s what I want you to do. When you gather for 

worship, each one of you be prepared with something that will be useful for all: Sing a 

hymn, teach a lesson, tell a story, lead a prayer, provide an insight” 

But what is this purpose of church - it’s threefold;- 

Firstly it exists to worship God. 

That great statement of faith says the ‘chief end of man is to glorify (or worship God) and 

enjoy Him forever’ that is our primary function as individuals and corporately as a church. 



And we worship God, not just in our songs & music but how we treat each other when 

we meet together, our attitudes to another, when we bring a kind word, encouragement 

to one another; we are worshiping & glorifying God. 

Secondly the church exists for spiritual growth and maturity  

God designed His church to be a catalyst for spiritual growth. (Eph 4:11-12) 

 So Christ gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, evangelists, pastors and 

teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Repeat “So that the body of Christ may be built up become mature, attaining to the 

whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Church is where we grow as Christians, using our gifting, learning forgiveness, getting our 

edges knocked off! Putting into practise the teaching we here. 

Thirdly the church exists to make disciples – evangelism 

That is why I am so excited about the door to door work were doing, and I do believe that 

any church that is not involved in making disciples, some sort of mission, will eventually 

have its candle burn out. 

That is the great commission that Jesus left us. “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

(Matt 28:19) 

And we do that in a church context, as well as personally - Making the most of every 

opportunity that comes our way, the people that cross our path. 

Finally one of the key benefits of church is:- 

It’s where you are protected spiritually. I do believe when you are part of a church you 

come under a spiritual covering and a support network. 

It’s like the shepherd that cares for his sheep 

In our membership course the first statement says this;  

“First, we want to say that as you become a member we are committing ourselves to you! 

Specifically: to your pastoral care, to helping you to grow spiritually and to use your gifts 

for the glory of God and the building up of the church. The leaders have a responsibility to 

care for your soul!” 

But not only the leaders, it’s everyone supporting each other in prayer or practical ways. 



Just want to say a final word on the 4 key elements of church, these were the 

foundations of the first church, it has been the foundation of every true church of Jesus 

Christ for 2000 years, and we neglect any one of them at our peril. 

Acts 2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. 

Please note it says these early believers ‘devoted themselves’ the word used here means 

to ‘continue to do something with intense effort’, so with continuing intense effort we 

commit ourselves to; 

1. The Apostles teaching ( diligently hearing it -  putting it into practise) 

2. The ‘Breaking of Bread’ (continually and intensely remembering what the Lord has 

done for us) 

3. The Fellowship ( continually meeting together, making every effort in doing all we 

can for each other) 

4. Prayer (making every effort to hold one another in prayer continually & regularly) 

So there it is folks it is a high calling being part of the church of God, we should take it 

reverently and seriously, live it out diligently and faithfully, recognising that it is the 

greatest honour and privilege anyone can be given. 

Like to leave you with the following scripture; 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

“So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 

and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and 

prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being 

joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built 

together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit” 

Amen 

 

Tony Troy 

21.11.21 
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