
 

Are you ready? 

Text 

Matt: 24:36-44... 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the 
Son of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew 
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is 
how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be 
taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be 
taken and the other left. 

42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night 
the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be 
broken into. 44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 
when you do not expect him.” 

Good morning everyone as you probably know those words were taken from 
Matthew 24 and they were in response to the disciples asking Jesus about: “The 
Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times”.  “Tell us, they said (in Matt 
24:3), “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end 
of the age?” 

As you know we have our prayer partners on a Thursday evening and Dave, who I pray 
with mentioned in our conversation this week about the 2nd coming of Christ (or the 
rapture as many would call it) he was saying how little we hear of it mentioned today, 
in our churches that is (you can hear it on the internet - there a 101 more versions of 
what will happen regarding end times!) but very rarely will you hear it in a message or 
a sermon, it is almost it has gone out of fashion! But nothing has changed in fact we 
are nearer now then we first believed! 

If you were around in the 80’s or 90,s it was mentioned much more then – looking 
back to the 1980’s there were many predictions about Jesus coming back. 

In fact I was reading the other day about some of these bizarre predictions. One of the 

most famous was from a man who was an ex rocket scientist and was seen as a bit of 

a prophet at the time - In 1988, Edgar Whisenant released a publication 

titled 88 Reasons Why the Rapture (or Jesus return) will be in 1988. (88 Reasons sold 

4.5 million copies, and 300,000 free copies were mailed to pastors.) Whisenant 



predicted that the rapture would take place between September 11 and 13, 1988. 

Jesus, of course, did not show up! But that didn’t stop him for again in 1989, a year 

later he admitted  he had made a mistake and followed it up with another book  ‘89 

reasons why the rapture will be 1989!’ incredibly he followed it up again in 1991! 

Although by now he had lost all credibility. 

There were many more of these false prophecies - You would say how can people be 

so foolish to make these predictions when the scriptures are clear. As we read 

earlier... 

‘No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 

only the Father?’” (Matt. 24:36) 

For me the reality of this of the doctrine of ‘the return of Christ’ became evident early 

on in my Christian journey - when I was searching looking for answers nearly 40 years 

ago now I came across a group (I found in yellow pages) called the Christadelphians I 

remember ringing this chap up wanting to talking about my problems but all he could 

talk about was the return of Christ! -They majored on it like other cults do.  

Strangely (and unscriptually) we in evangelical circles do not!! 

Now to begin with I have to say I’m not an end timer!  I’ve heard a lot about end times 
over my time as a Christian, all about the rapture ‘pre trib / post trib etc’ although I 
most certainly believe in the imminent return of Christ most of the detail ‘end timers’ 
talk about leaves me cold!  

I would say if you want to learn more on this speak to Dave Heminsley. I heard David 
Pawson say once there are two types of people regarding end times – “those that 
can’t get into it the book of revelation and those that can’t get out of it!” I’m inclined 
more to the former.  

But I do have ‘inkling in my spirit’ that the days are short. Whether it’s my days or 
whether we are fast approaching the day of Christ’s return - I do believe we are. 

But the overriding truth from scripture is: this should be our hope – the thing we are 

waiting eagerly for, to either see Him in the air or meet him face to face at the 

judgement. Are you excitedly looking for that day? – Or probably more important are 

you ready? 

They say there are 2 certainties in our world; death and taxes! But there are 2 
certainties according to the Bible – firstly the death of this body for us all - then we 
will face judgement “it is destined for a man to die once then face judgement” Hebrews 
9:27 . Secondly that Jesus is going to return - the scriptures are full of this - the 
absolute certainty of this truth. 



It’s everywhere in the NT! The doctrine of the second coming of Christ is found in 23 of 

the 27 New Testament books. At least 370 New Testament verses refer to His second 

coming. It’s the focal point of the entire book of Revelation. If you believe the Bible is 

the inspired word of God, then you must believe in the Second Coming of Christ. Here 

are Just a few verses “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 

him” Revelation 1:7 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command. 1 

Thessalonians 4:16 

Matthew 24:27. For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 

Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.”    I could go on. 

There are so many parables as well the ...’Foolish Virgins’, the ‘Wise Stewards’ – ‘The 

Talents’, all about being watchful & ready for His coming.  When we look at these 

scriptures and analyse them (as I did this week) we see some key things emerging 

from what has been said - a little statistic: 

Out of 32 verses these were the top 3. 

Look at 3 areas 

1) It will happen - but unexpectentley ( 5 incidents) 

2) We don’t know the specific time/ hour/ day but we do know the signs & seasons 

(5 incidents) 

3) Watch & be ready ( 10 incidents) 

But the most common of them all is ‘be ready, be prepared, be watchful, be busy’ 

that is the main message of the scriptures regarding the 2nd coming / or rapture of 

Christ. 

Let’s look at them in turn. Firstly it will happen - but unexpectantly 

Why will it happen?  Because the scriptures tell us so! what God says inevitably 

happens, . as night follows day. When the scriptures talk about Jesus coming back it is 

said in a way that makes it clear - there is nothing so certain. 

Certainty is defined in the English dictionary as 

“Something established as certain or inevitable” but you cannot define in the English 

language the level of certainty we are talking about here. Every prophecy, every 



promise, every blessing, every warning will come true because the word of God never 

fails.  “Heaven & earth will pass away but the word of God will last forever” 

Why? Also again, because the story is not complete. Like a book unfinished when you 

look through scripture you can see the story is not fully complete, Jesus left this earth 

a humble servant He’s coming back a glorious all conquering king. 

He left this earth with unfinished business –‘every knee will bow and tongue confess’ 

we don’t see that now!  Everything has to be brought into submission. We are left in 

limbo, awaiting the final chapter -   There is nothing so certain in our universe as His 

coming again. 

Secondly we may not know the specific day or hour but Jesus tells us in Matt 24 this:   

 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you 

know that it is near, right at the door” 

Never before in our time are these signs and events Jesus talked about - are so 

applicable to any other generation but our own - let’s look at a few :-) 

Great distress and fear: Jesus warned, “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 

moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea 

and the waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those 

things that are coming upon the earth” (Luke 21:25, 26)  we could say in our day with 

certainty there is  distress in nations & fear all around us. 

From Matt 24 also:- 

“A many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 because of the increase 

of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold “we see so many false prophets 

today. Within the US especially, churches have moved towards presenting heretical 

messages. So many churches no longer teach repentance; or the gospel instead, they 

tend to focus on making sinners feel comfortable. 

“You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 

things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places” 

And this gospel shall be preached in the entire world as a witness to all nations, and then 

shall the end come” (Matthew 24:14). Through the television, Internet, and satellite 

networks, God’s message of salvation is covering the Earth. 



Famines and plagues. Famines are caused by droughts and they are dramatically 

increasing in the world. Water shortages are becoming one of the biggest issues 

facing the world's increasing population. There have been many plagues we know of 

Covid 19 last year for instance. 

Israel 1948........ 

As I say no other generation has experienced these things and at this degree of 

intensity. 

But finally the scriptures say also it will happen, but happen unexpectentley “like a 

thief in the night” that is why we have to be watchful and ready.  

What does it mean to be ready - what does it entail? 

3 things;- 

Firstly being ready means being AWAKE  

Jesus again “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming. But know this that if the master of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 

house be broken into.” 

What does Jesus mean here ‘stay awake?’ never go to sleep!! No, this is a spiritual 

awakeness - awareness,  

The definition in English dictionary for Awake – ‘fully conscious, alert, and 

aware’. It’s so easy to get sleepy in the Christian life, take your foot of the gas, back 

peddle, fall into a stupor! 

I think what Jesus is saying is: be aware of what is going on around you, don’t be 

caught by surprise, don’t get distracted or put off track, keep your focus. if we’re 

not careful, we become so distracted by things that do not matter, so driven by things 

that are of little account, or so tired and burned out and spiritually exhausted -  we 

then become worn out and sleepy spiritually. 

We often become tired by doing the ‘mundane’ but if we do it for Jesus it is never 

mundane! Even the ordinary things - if we stay close to Him we will always be awake. 

Secondly being ready is setting your hope fully in the right place. 

“Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope 

fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 

Peter 1:13) 



I spoke about hope the other week so I won’t say too much here, other than it says in 

that verse we read “to set your hope fully in the revelation or the return of Jesus’ - stop 

for a minute and think! -  is there anything in your life that dilutes your hope or 

distracts it? – I would say if there is anything in your life like that - get rid of it! 

whatever it might be.  

My testimony - football........ Watching it, listening do it, it had become a distraction it 

took all my energy I got to a point I had to drop it! 

Thirdly and finally being ready means ‘doing’ an action of some kind that ‘doing’ may 

be praying but it’s doing something! –its being busy about the masters business. 

The end of all things is at hand; therefore being self-controlled and sober-minded (1 

Peter 4:7) 

“Besides this you know the time that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is 

at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let 

us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and sensuality, not in quarrelling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

The return of Christ should motivate us – set us busy – make us faithful. 

That means living the Christian life, doing all the things we should be doing, coming to 

church... reading our bibles, worshiping, praying, giving thanks, being holy, It means 

also not doing the things we ought not to be doing, resisting temptation , putting of 

the old things,  stopping wrong thoughts , not letting ourselves drift. Etc 

But it doesn’t necessarily mean doing great things - no the wicked steward in our 

parable was only supposed to do what he was expected to do - treating his servant’s 

right; nothing beyond what he was expected. We can all be faithful in the ‘small things 

‘the things we are expected to do, where we are. ‘Brightening the small corner’ where 

we are. 

So in conclusion it is certain Jesus is coming again, there is nothing more certain in our 

world, we may not know when - but it will be soon - are you ready? Are you awake? 

Busy about your masters business? However small or insignificant you may feel that 

business is - using your talent, wisely, if so you can look forward to that day with 

confidence and be ready here those words. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put 

you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” 



Amen – 

Like to leave you with a song. Bryn Haworth ‘Will you be ready?’ 
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