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So we finally got the banner up! It was difficult and I believe Satan didn’t 

want those words broadcast in our area. 

Can I thank Richard again for the work he put in erecting this yesterday. 

Scripture says “the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than 

any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 

joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” 

(Heb 4:12)  

I’m quite happy to let the word of God go out there and speak for itself - it 

has far more power than what I have to say. 

But let us look at this verse this morning displayed within our 16ft x5ft 

frame! 

“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest”  

Those verses of course are from Matthew chapter 11 Verse 28:- 

Jesus continues into part b of this verse:- 

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls”. 

And these words I believe are particularly relevant for this community; 

where it seems so many are sick, weary, burdened, in need of deliverance, 

salvation, and hope in life and these words bring such comfort, such hope , 

such assurance to a troubled soul. 

Banner purchased Oct 2020 erected 

07/08/21 someone didn’t want it to 

happen! Weather for the day it was erected 

was thunder / lighting 90% chance of rain it 

turned out to be a mild & a rain free day 

Praise God 



‘All scripture is God breathed’ – but some verses are like pure gold – this is 

one of them and it’s an invitation to ‘come to Him’ – I don’t know about 

you?  I would say that is the best invitation anyone could be given? 

But as I said before, for us as Christians, there is always a danger of taking 

verses out of context, of just picking those that suit you, the ones you like!  

A sort of ‘pick and mix’ approach to the Bible. 

A ‘pick and mix’ Christianity is very common today -  Just pull out the 

verses that bring comfort but avoid those more difficult passages,  the 

warnings , the calls to repentance, obedience, or to a changed life. 

And that can be a dangerous thing! It can lead you off track, we all need 

the ‘whole counsel of God’, we need the Old / New Testament; we need the 

comfort of the Psalms as well as the apocalyptic message of the book of 

Revelation. 

And we need to always look at the context of these verses.  

This particular verse is from Matthew 11 and in that chapter; it highlights 

a number of important things which give background to our verse and to 

help us have a better understanding.  

Firstly it mentions ‘John the Baptist’ ministry and that people didn’t listen 

to him! It says rather than listen to him they thought ‘he had a demon’ 

and those in power rejected him. It also talks about repentance – 

denouncing cities and the people in them for not repenting.  And not 

hearing or obeying the call of God. 

But the main context is, contrasting those that think they know it all, the so 

called ‘wise and learned’ against those who are ‘humble in heart’ the ‘have 

not’s ‘who are open to Jesus teaching (like little children)  and are eager to 

hear what He says. 

And so there is a warning in here that precedes this verse, in this chapter, 

about not listening – and not hearing – having closed ears, Jesus says 

“you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed 

them to little children.  It’s really about, the danger of thinking you are 

above it all, of being too superior, or self important, of ‘knowing it all’ and 

because of that not listening to other people. 

(It’s a trap we can all fall into easily!) 

And so importantly this verse is addressed to a ‘group of people’ –  the 

opposite almost to those we have heard about, those that are lowly, weary 



and burdened those that have a need – and are not the proud or self 

sufficient. 

And it’s out of this context comes our verse “Come to Me, all you 

who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  

First thing I want to say is: we see immediately how simple these verses 

are, even a little child could respond to them – Jesus said things everyone 

could understand. His words were in simple language, but incredibly 

profound, so let’s look at this verse:  let’s break it down and see what 

lessons we can learn. Firstly Jesus says: 

‘Come to Me’ Just 3 little words but when they are authored by the Holy 

Spirit and spoken from Jesus’ lips there packed full of meaning, inspiration 

& truth.  

But we see straight away this emphasis is ‘come to me’ (on us coming to 

Him that is) we have to come to Him! – We have to seek – “Ask and it 

will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you”.  Matt 7:7  

We have to go after Him – pursue Him. 

(Jesus says in John 12:32 “and I, if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw 

all men to me” - . ‘draw all men onto me’ – the word ‘draw’ here means 

literally like a ‘super powered magnet’!!)  

He puts the ‘ache’ there in our hearts. He puts the ‘thirst’ there in our 

souls. He creates the ‘material’ inside of us that is attracted to the Magnet 

but we have to go with the ‘pull’ the ‘draw’ & not resist it.  

When I was converted it was after a long period of seeking, looking for 

answers, seeking an end to my emotional trauma, looking for peace to an 

aching & troubled heart. God was at work in my heart giving me a ‘holy 

dissatisfaction’ that desire, and I was driven by it – but we have to seek 

Him. 

It’s very sad today there appears very few ‘seekers’!  Very few people 

asking questions about their lives, their mortality, about their destiny after 

this life. It’s almost as if they are self satisfied with their lot, it’s like “I’m ok 

jack I don’t need anything” or I’m quite content with my life as it is” 

attitude. Friends we should pray that God will ‘ruffle their feathers’ ‘shake 

them up’!  Pray even that there cosy lives may fall apart!! 



But for us also as believers, after are converted, we never stop coming 

to Him – coming in prayer for strength, for grace, forgiveness, for help, to 

lay our burdens down, but we have to  come we have to ask. 

As the old song says ‘Oh what peace we often forfeit oh what needless pain 

we bear all; because we do not carry everything to God in prayer’ 

So firstly Jesus says ‘come to Me’ – we have to come - the emphasis is on 

us to seek, to turn up, to follow through until we find Him. 

Have you noticed as well in these 3 little words ‘Come to Me’ –- Jesus is 

speaking in the first person – come to ME he says (the pronoun) is a 

capital, have a look through your bible, look on the banner on our church 

wall, when the scriptures talk about Jesus or if He talks about himself (not 

just his name but any reference to Him) it’s always in a capital letter. 

It means we are talking or reading here about one that is ‘higher than 

any other’. When you come to Him you are coming to God himself. Isn’t 

that an incredible thought we are called to come to God himself! 

He is unique - Jesus - let’s make no bones about it He is the ‘king of 

kings’.... ‘Lord of Lords’ there is no one like Him - He is the ‘name above all 

other names’ – He stands alone in history, there is none like Him before or 

will there be another like Him after Him. 

Jesus - What a beautiful name - These are some of names He is given is 

scripture. 

ALMIGHTY: (Revelation 1:8) I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 

and the end 

GREAT HIGH PRIEST: (Hebrews 4:14) 

HOLY ONE OF GOD: (Mark 1:24)  

HEAD OF THE CHURCH: 

PRINCE OF PEACE: (Isaiah 9:6)  

PRINCE OF LIFE (Acts 3:15) 

RESURRECTION AND LIFE: (John 11:25)  

REDEEMER (Job 19:25)  

SAVIOR: (Luke 2:11)  

WORD OF GOD 



TRUE LIGHT: (John 1:9) & many more.... 

And when you come to Him there is no other route to God “No one comes 

to the father except through me” Jesus says – He is the gate - the only 

entrance into eternal life.  

Notice as well from these words ‘come to Me’ there is not intermediary 

here, no one you have to go through to get to Him - these people he was 

calling didn’t have to ask the disciples to see Him, to make an appointment, 

no, they went straight to Him.   

You come directly to Him! – You don’t need a priest, a minister some ‘super 

spiritual individual’, or any sort of ‘go between’, because it is a ‘one to one’ 

relationship with you He wants. 

And He is the only one you can come to that will satisfy your real need. He 

is the end of the journey of seeking but the beginning of the journey of 

discovery that transitions to eternal life. 

But that brings me onto the second thing in this great verse it says: 

“come to me all who are weary and burdened” 

Notice how it’s the ‘weary and burdened’ Jesus makes His offer to! -  Its 

exclusive, Jesus said earlier on in chapter 9 of Matthew   “the healthy do 

not need a doctor only the sick” and Jesus says again in Matt 5 ‘Blessed are 

those who are poor in spirit’ 

Thank God if you’re in need! - If you lack something, if you fall short – 

Self sufficiency is an enemy of God – a curse even! – People are far 

too ‘healthy today’!! They don’t seem to need anything more than what 

they have got already, the material things, the temporary things, and those 

things that won’t last. But the truth is they are sleep walking into disaster! 

Romans 1 say this: about those people:  “For although they knew God, 
they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they 
claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds 
and animals and reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to 
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They 
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen” 



‘They exchanged the truth of God for a lie’ - they worshiped and served 

created things rather than the Creator’ in essence what they say coldly and 

bluntly is they don’t need God. It’s a tragedy today that people feel so self 

sufficient that they don’t need God!  

So if you are weary & burdened – cast down, poor in spirit, depressed, 

meek, and humble, in any need - rejoice it’s you Jesus has come for. 

Thirdly Jesus says ‘I will give you rest’ / rest for your souls” – what is 

this rest?  - well it’s a  rest that no one else can give,  its unique – it’s not 

the rest the world gives, put your feet up, chill out , retire, take it easy, lie 

down for a while ! No its  

Rest from the burden of sin - rest from our endless round of self seeking, 

preoccupation with ourselves and pursuit of things that do not last or have 

any eternal value. 

Its rest from that hopelessness of life that comes from being a victim of the 

‘religion of evolution’, the religion that says ‘your here by chance’, just a 

‘super advanced ape’  on the merry go round of a life without purpose and 

meaning and the brutal philosophy of the survival of the fittest.  

Rest only He can give. 

And what we are talking about here is permanent rest not temporary – 

rest for your soul, not your body – rest in the main not for this life but the 

next, rest that when you’re at the end of life, on your deathbed, your 

resting in the knowledge of knowing you will be welcomed into heavenly 

dwellings - knowing that your journey, your pilgrimage in this life was all 

worthwhile.  

Resting & knowing in the hope and awesome reality you will meet Him ‘face 

to face’ when you stand before God with the’ robe of righteousness’ and 

hear those words ‘well done good and faithful servant’ 

That’s the rest He brings & there is no other like it, nothing compares to 

it, rest for your souls. So my friends that’s the invitation from Jesus, that’s 

the precious words of invitation to our community displayed on our banner. 

Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest. Let’s hope & pray they go out into our community like that ‘double 

edged sword’ and draw many unto Him. Amen 



(If there are any here this morning that are weary and burdened and need 

that rest that ‘surpasses all understanding’ then please ask one of the 

leaders to pray with you before leaving.) 


